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The netional enterp:ise at Pova,ska Bystrica (950/071) has had a variety — 

of nanes since 19\5: Povazske Strojarme (Jah Region Machine Jorks); Uanin, 
Povazska Bystrica; Onterprise of Moment Gottwald. The last is the most 
recent official neme, The plant employs approximately 7,500 workers and 

ie engaged in the preduction of ammnition of all Iinds, electric refrigora- 
tors, Manet motorcycles, wire, sheets of non-ferrous metal, and pipe. 


Tuo buildings are gincle story, concrete structures having flat roofs with 
sky-Lighte. They were all built between 1929 and 1938 except the wire-workLag 
shop which was built during 192. In general, the machine equipment is good. 
whe equionest in the foundry and that for producing prising caps and motor~ 
cyctlLea may be called vary cocd. 


Light arms ammunition of the following caxilbers can ts oroduced: 6.5mm, 7.0am, 
(oon, 7.650m *, and 7.9m. &t present, the 7.92 Meuser-type cartridge +# 
6 the princival ammunition being oroduccd. The factory is equipped with | 
sine n anaunition production lines with a capacity of about 4O million 
cartridges per month. Uowever, after the war eight of these lines 
were disanntled and stored to a aice roon for the production of motorcycles. 
Equipment for producing rifles was also removed tc make room for the manu- 
factuxe of refriperators. Until 199, domestie crders for ammunition amounted 
to approximately 120 million rounds of rifle armmnition, 60 million rounds of 


pistol. aumnition and 236,000 nedium caliber artillery shells per year. Sone 
orders were algo filled for export [| 2x1 


The uachines for the production of ammunition ere of German (Verner, Karlsrvhe}, 
Yrench and Czech (Zbrojovka and Skoda) makes. However, there is no danger of 
a jack of replacenents Since all the drawings arc avallable in the CSR. Seda 
bas: drawin's of a machine for eantrolling the weight of cartridges whieh is 
very efficient and precise. The degree to which the production of ammmition 
is an automatic process is about the same as that in the United States. Be- 
oar of a shortare of copper, the plant is also set un to produce steel. shell 
asings. efore they are oressed inte eEDE the stee), cups are parkerized 
(a coated with vhogphate). 
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The equipsent for the rolling of non-ferrous metals was originally designed 
te supply the necds of the ammunition departuent. There is a triple mill. or 
"trLo" for rolling wara metals to a width of 1.5 meters. There are also five 
double mills or "dues" for the further cold-rolling of sheets to a 

ninimum thickness of 0.00 um. Povasgka Bystrica is not equipped for the pre- 
duetion of foil. Sone alterations have been made on the "triot to enable the 
reLling of alunimum sheets of :ood quality (dural) for airplanes. Uevertheless, 
the present width of the "trio" is too smal) and another with a width of 205 
neters is plamied. A new project for the *olling of larger aliminun airplane 
narts is still in the planning stages. A wire-working shop and a pipe shop 
have been added to the sheet metal.shop. The pipe shop has three presges, 
the largest of which 19 a Sehloeman presa having a maximum pressure of 2,500 
tons. Pipe as well. as various profiles are pressed from copper, brass and 
aluminum in this shop. 


The wire-working shop is not yet completed. At present, wire bara (virebary) 
are vrocessed warm on an improvised rolling mill int. wire of & mm diameter. 
The fine wire shop then draws thig into wire of various diameters ranging 
down to 0.008ma. This wire Crawing equimmont is of German nake, "Jurel". 
Additional machines for wire drawing are now being designed and are intended 
to form the auxiliary program of the tool shop at Povagska Bystrica. Power- 
ful wire drawing equipment is also to be manufactured at Turciansiy Sv. 
Martin (Q50/C69) . 


The foundry at Povazska Bystrica is equipped with sixteen induction fwnaces 
for the nelting of copper and brass tor further casting into blocks and bars. 
For the casting of bare of special alloys, the Svtiss Oerderlin methc’l haa 


' been introduced whereby the hot netal is cast on a centrifugal machine inte 


circles which are leter straichtened when cold. The founding of alunimm is 
handled on six cold~chanber die-casting machines which use the Polak system. 
Parts for motoreycles and refricerators as well as for milk cans are made heve. 
The iron foundry has four induction furnaces used in making castincs for. 
eylincer heads and bodies for notoreyceles and compressors. 


the plant is equipped with hydraulic, eccentric and spindle presses for the 
production of artillery shells. There are about twenty small presses for 
shells 80am and under, ten to fiftcen presses for shells of 100 ma to 150 ma, 
and four large presses for shells up to 300mm. The larre presses can also 
handle shell casings fron 305an to h2O rm. This department also manufactures 
milz cans (about four quart size) at the rate of about 200,000 a year. 


The equipnent for the producticn of motoreycles has a capacity of 30,000 per. 
year. The program for 1950 calls for the manufacture of 12,000 “‘anet nodels 
which have double-cycle, sincle cylinder, double piston engines with a 92 
cubic centimeter cylinder capacity. All the components for these motorcycles 
are nade at the Povaszska Bystrica olant. A conveyor belt syste; is used for 


assembling the motoreycles. ‘Modern drilling machines vith up to trelve spindles 


were delivered in 197 from the factory in Kurim (PS0AB1L). Gears are 
made on modern Swiss machines, built by Maag. : 


Rerriperator production is si:llarly set. up on an agsembly line basis. The 
yearly production is 50,000 to 60,000 units (5 to 6 cu. ft. size), and all the 
corporents except the electric motors are produced at Povazska 3ystrica. 
Sellows, needed in the production of refrigerators ani thermostats, have 
recently been put in production. Formerly, bellows needed by the CSR were 
irmorted from Switserland and England at a cost of about seven million Kes 
par year. The quality of refricerators crocuced by. Povasska Bystrica is 

being improved, but the experts tho’ were working on this have gradually. been 
discharged for political reagons, 7 oe as 
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ois The plant was originally set, up with a capacity for the production of hoo 
rifles per day. However, as in the case of ammmnition production, thig 
equipment was put aside to nake roo for the machining of parts for refrigera.. 
tora and motorcycles. The tool shop has sufficient equipment to produce and 
maintain tools used in the production of rifles end ammmition. ower. zy 
with the switch to the production of refrigerators and motorcycles, tools 
mist be ordered from placcs like “brojovka Urno and Skeda. This is partic 
ularly true in the procurement of such things as measuring instruments and | 
steel dies used in press casting, 


i. The management of the national enterprise at Povassika bystvica is Loeated in 
the aduinistration building of the plant. After the reorganization in 1919, 
plants at Stara Tura (Pl9/T26), Bratislava (Coors optical factory) ~ and 
lyjava (PL9/T26) were removed from the control of Povnzsks Bystrica. For ~~ 
twelve years prior to-the coup this plant vas nm by Ingincer Kubilk. le has ~ 
been transferred to Kosice (2h9/53h) as‘vunishnent for not being an active 
Communist. The new manager is Cernusak, an old-time Commmist who was formerly 
an administrative employee at Trnava (P49/122), Tle has ne Imowledge of the 
needs of the factory, but he is dilipent and honest. None of the skilled 
personnel still employed at the Plant is a convinced Communist even though 
same may have party membership cards, Only small factories at Velka Bytea 
(950/082), Urabove (050/082) and Zilina (950/092) are subordinated +o this 

i3. The nilitary importance of this plant is considerable, particularly with 
¢vegard to the produetion of smell ams aimnition for which the plant has 
‘the largest productive Capacity in the CSR. About ho percent of the capacity’ 
is represented by the fimn Sellicr & fellot at Viasim (O50AMh), The | 
Povasske Dystrica plant was not bombed during the war and it is well pro- 
teeted by the surrounding terrain, by the curves in the Vah River valley, and 
by fog in the valley. Attempts to make artificial fog in the area of the 
piant have been successful. 


1b. During 1916 and 19h7 the Ministry of National Defense protested against the 
reduction of arms production capacity, but the Ministry could not give the 
fustory enough work to do. Through political pressure, the workers 
Succeeded in having the production saitched to motorcycles and refrigerators. 
jiith the chanfed conditions in Lond, the Ministry wis able to pla ce Some orders 
hioh. Moor owith the order far aAvnarh. rear anedila Pattad Aven isth +he wAwand 
capacity. At present, however. the Ministry cf National Defense is exerting 
considerable pressure to have the plant reconverted to full=tine munitions 
production. Sinee the production of arms, heavy machinery and ball bearings 

. are directly subordinated to the central administration in Prague, plans for _ 

these chanpes in production are being kept secret. Engincer Novotny, present 
general manager for the Directorate of Precision Machinery, is leading this 
movencnt for the retum to aris production, In the summer of 1949, lovotny 
Stated that the’ Povagska Dystrica plant would be completely reconverted to amns 
production by the end of 1950 » and further that an automatic pistol and a new 
30 mm anti~aircraft gun would be produced. The production: of an automatic 
pistol has been started at Zbrojovka in Strakonice (150/09), but the develop- 
ment of the anti-aircraft gun has not been completed. At present there are no 
other suitable buildings for housing the notorcyele and refrirerator productions 
Gonstruction of additional buildings (at least 20,000 square meters of floor 
Space would be necessary) would require two to three years. The possibilitics 
cf moving this production to Trencin (P19/258), Tovammilky (P49/T62) or to “late 
Moravee (0):9/783) have been considered, but none of those plans had reached any 
real form by the end of 199. _ 


15. One of the emeall factorles now being managed from Povasske Bystrica is a 
former furniture factory in Velka Bytca (Q50/082) where 00 wrkers are 
employed. Tsing equipment frof@ the confiscated | Nasi factory moved from 
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Caeb (N51/P37), it is producing metcr sticks, tape »casures and rulers. 


‘The novin,; of the production of drawing instruments fron Bratislava to this 


fuctory is planned. 


Tie second small. plant under Povagske Bystrica managenent was built in 197 
ia Hrabove (050/082) and had been intended for the production of automobiles. 
The plant was nationalized in 1918 and now employs about 30 workers. It 
wili probably serve ag an auxiliary te the main plant for the production of 
parte. 


+ The third is a small plant which produces electric motors (up to 0.5 KV) Located 
in Zilina (950/092), employing about SO workers. It will probably be moved to 
Hrabove. . 


Conment: lot interchangeable with American 30.06 anwmunition. 


vonment: European nomenclature for this type of ammunition is 
"Secartridze™. 


vomment: Tt is difficult to judge whether this plan was reel or 
= preset of Novotny's inagination. 
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